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Going to the OSCARs 
 

I was privileged to attend a most 
encouraging event in Sheffield last 
week, namely the presentation of an 
OSCAR award to a Yorkshire company. 
 
OSCAR stands for Outstanding 
Scientific Contribution to Animal 
Replacement and it is a prize given to 
researchers or companies who develop 
alternatives to using animals for 
scientific research. 
 
The award is given by the Dr. Hadwen 
Trust for humane research 
(www.hadwentrust.org) the UK’s 
leading medical research charity that 
funds exclusively non-animal research 
techniques to replace animal 
experiments. It is financed exclusively by personal donations (and no doubt would welcome any). 
 
The winner of the award last week was Simcyp Ltd. from Sheffield, a company that has made use of 
research conducted by the University of Sheffield. They made a fascinating and encouraging presentation 
of their research which shows, on the one hand, how unreliable medical research conducted on animals 
can be when applied to human beings, and, on the other hand, how to develop viable, safe and affordable 
alternatives. Their research has also been part funded by the European Union. 
 
It is research like this that shows there is an alternative to experimenting on animals. But to get the big 
pharmaceutical research companies to change will need more. That is why legislation is necessary.  
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A few years ago, when we started with the ban on testing cosmetics on animals, we found that legislation in 
one country was not enough - multinationals simply moved their research to another country. By acting at 
the level of the whole of Europe and enacting EU legislation, we were already far more effective. The EU’s 
common market is the largest market in the world, and setting common rules for that common market 
inevitably has a world-wide impact. 
 
The challenge now is to go further and extend the ban. There is currently a major battle underway within the 
European Parliament on the Commission’s proposal, which I reported to you in previous newsletters, for 
new Europe-wide rules on this. 
 
Many of the big pharmaceutical companies are opposed to these proposals which would severely limit 
experimenting on animals. They are certainly against the proposals being made in the European Parliament 
to stop testing entirely on non-human primates. 
 
It is not clear that this battle will be won before the European elections in June. If I am re-elected (I am 
standing again in the Labour team of candidates) on the 4th June, then I shall not hesitate to take this battle 
further in the next European Parliament. 
 

Lapwing slaughter in France 
 
YouTube has provided a platform to highlight animal cruelty this spring as a video report uploaded to the 
sight documents the killing of hundreds of Lapwing birds in France. The netting and killing of these birds is 
cruel sport which is further damaging the survival of the species. The Lapwing population has been in 
serious decline in recent years, and in this vein, we should act to stop any further depletion of the 
Lapwing species and furthermore take measures to reverse the decline. 
  
I have tabled a Parliamentary Question to the European Commission to increase pressure on the 
Commission to put forward proposals for a ban on the hunting of the Lapwing. 
 

Meeting of the Animal Welfare Intergroup 
 
In the Animal Welfare meeting on March 11th I was startled by the figures we were given in a short 
awareness presentation on the illegal trade of big cats in Asia. Only 3000 tigers survive in the wild, whilst a 
mere 5000 snow leopards are thought to live outside of captivity. Both are officially recognised ‘endangered 
species’ and are at threat from loss of habitat, but most significantly, from poachers.  
 
Whilst trade in tiger skins is illegal in China, the seizure of contraband does not occur in reality. The use of 
tiger farms (prevalent in China) has also had a big impact on policing the trade, as it is very hard to tell the 
difference between a dead wild tiger and a dead farmed tiger. Aside from the obvious problems this gives 
authorities who do attempt to police the trade, the conditions in which the farmed tigers themselves are kept 
are very similar to those of battery chickens. China has announced no intentions to ban these farms, 
although they are obliged to by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
 
The World Bank is currently focusing much attention on this problem, but the EU can also have an impact 
through pressure on CITES and in supporting a coming resolution in parliament on this issue. 
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The Animal Welfare Intergroup is an informal group consisting of Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) from a variety of parties who hav e a common concern about animal welfare. The 
group aims to mobilise cross party support for anim al welfare and conservation. The group’s 
executive meets every three months to consider whic h issues they would like the EU to discuss and 
deliberate on.  
 
The group has had many important successes and help ed to obtain a ban on imports of baby seal 
products into the European Union, and helped to pha se out the battery-cage system for laying hens. 
The work of the Animal Welfare Intergroup is integr al to ensuring that the welfare of animals is 
addressed at a European level, and as a member I wi ll continue to do my utmost to ensure that I and 
my Labour colleagues continue our work to stop unne cessary cruelty to animals. 


