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Saving the Seal

Following the many letters | have received from
constituents, | am pleased to write of the victory for seals
during the last full sitting of the House in the 2004-2009
Parliament. A large majority of MEPs voted for a total
ban on the import of goods sourced from the seasonal
Canadian seal hunt, which sees hundreds of seal pups
brutally clubbed to death each year. Europe’s action on
this has sent a powerful message to the Canadian
hunting lobby, which can already be seen in action as
commodity prices for seal fur began to fall in anticipation
of the European Parliament’s vote on this.

The final adopted law is a far stronger and much more
effective law than the one proposed originally by the
rapporteur, Lib Dem MEP Diana Wallis. The labelling
system she suggested was as unworkable as it would
have been ineffective. Indeed, given that the hunt takes
place across as area larger than France, certifying
accurately which seal fur was procured humanely and
which wasn’'t would have been an impossibility.
Canadian animal welfare organisations confirmed this

| believe, based on the evidence already emerging about the effectiveness of this ban, that the
new legislation will afford seals greater protection from hunters and seasonal culls, despite a
derogation included to preserve the traditions and cultures of native Canadian communities.
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Animal testing reform

The vote on the first reading of the revised directive 86/609, took place in the European Parliament
last week and sadly we lost many of the key amendments that | feel are vital to ensuring the high
levels of animal protection we in Europe should be pushing for. Regrettably, the majority in the
European Parliament watered down many key proposals, | believe, out of fear that the research
industry might find the EU too restrictive to work in.

There were two crucial issues in the votes, where | was particularly disappointed with the outcome.
First, | wanted to move European research away from its reliance on the capture of monkeys from
the wild for breeding purposes. Second, | fully supported the need for authorisation of all
experiments involving animals by a central, competent authority. Not only did we lose on these two
issues, but also on the issue of protecting animals from enduring pain that is both severe and
prolonged. | feel very uncomfortable with the notion that we should continue to allow this suffering.

Nonetheless, there were some positive things to come out from the vote. In particular, a ban on
the use of great apes threatened with extinction — including chimpanzees, bonobos, gorillas and
orang-utans — was endorsed, except for experiments intended to conserve the species in question.

| also welcomed the extra emphasis on development and investment in alternatives to animal
testing and the biannual review to establish replacement strategies for primate use, both of which |
see as crucial in moving our research away from its reliance on animals, particularly primates.
Having said that, | feel that the revised directive must include a strategy to phase out all testing on
primates.

| decided to abstain on the final vote on the draft legislation as | did not want to vote against these
important proposals but at the same time could not support a text that had diluted so many of the
other important provisions put forward by the Commission.

If | am re-elected on June 4™, | will continue to push in Parliament for stronger legal protection for
animals involved in scientific experiments.

8Hours update

Great news for the 8Hours petition. Over 110,000 people have added their signatures to the
campaign since Dan Jgrgensen and | started in January. Remember, our aim is to collect
1,000,000 in order to really press upon EU politicians how important it is that current legislation is
reformed to make animal transports as short as possible. Despite making this recommendation in
the 2002 research paper “The Welfare of Animals during Transport,” the Scientific Committee on
Animal Health and Animal Welfare has been ignored by its own instigator, the European
Commission. We feel this should be changed. So, if you haven't yet signed up, please visit
www.8hours.eu to add your name to the list. For all of you who have already signed up, thanks so
much for your support!

On this too, | will continue to press if | am re-elected on Thursday 4™ June.
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Award

On a brief note, | was honoured to receive, during the last meeting of the Animal Welfare
Intergroup, an award for promoting “the Welfare and Conservation of Animals by actively working
for the cause in the European Parliament.”
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The Animal Welfare Intergroup is an informal group consisting of Members of the European
Parliament (MEPSs) from a variety of parties who hav e a common concern about animal welfare. The
group aims to mobilise cross party support for anim al welfare and conservation. The group’s

executive meets every three months to consider whic h issues they would like the EU to discuss and
deliberate on.

The group has had many important successes and help ed to obtain a ban on imports of baby seal
products into the European Union, and helped to pha  se out the battery-cage system for laying hens.
The work of the Animal Welfare Intergroup is integr  al to ensuring that the welfare of animals is
addressed at a European level, and as a member | wi |l continue to do my utmost to ensure that | and
my Labour colleagues continue our work to stop unne cessary cruelty to animals.
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