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1   My last Quarterly Report? 
 
This will be my last Quarterly Report – unless I am re-elected on June 4th! 
 
The European elections are your opportunity to make your voice heard on European issues. 
The EU is vital in our battle against climate change and for economic recovery. It is also the 
battleground for some key political issues: fair trade, development, consumer protection, 
workplace rights and regulating multinational companies, to name a few. 
 
The most important thing you can do in this election is turn out to vote. Fight for the issues you 
care about and fight off the BNP, who hope to gain a seat in this proportional election. We 
need to show them that racism is not acceptable. I would urge you all to encourage friends, 
family and colleagues, by email, phone, and conversation to get involved in the democratic 
process. Let’s make sure this is not my last Quarterly Report! 

2   The economic crisis 

The economic tsunami that has crossed the world has shown how economically inter-
dependent we all are and underlined the need for co-operation to achieve recovery and to 
reform financial markets. It is at such a time as this that our membership of the EU is most 
significant. The protectionist wave of the 1930s, which had such disastrous consequences, will 
not be repeated in Europe - at least if the single market rules hold firm, which has so far been 
the case, despite some challenges at the fringe. Also, our ability to shape Europe-wide 
regulations to reform financial markets and have influence on the rest of the world is enhanced 
by our membership of the Union.   
 
3   Gordon Brown visits the Parliament 
 
Gordon Brown spoke to the European Parliament in March, seeking support for his G20 
regulatory reform agenda. His visit was part of a build-up to the G20 summit in London. 
 
Gordon's passionate speech, which ranged from the need for regulatory reform and investment 
to deal with the financial crisis to tackling climate change and maintaining overseas 
development aid, was from the heart and certainly confounded those who claim that he is a 
Eurosceptic - his final sentence called for a "united Europe founded on shared ideals", while he 
was at pains to stress that he was "proud to be British and proud to be European", with Britain 
not in “Europe’s slipstream but firmly in its mainstream”. 

 
4   Lindsey Oil Refinery and the issue of foreign w orkers 
 
The strikes at the Lindsey Oil Refinery earlier this year saw controversy about foreign workers.  
While protectionism (that only British companies should have been allowed to tender for the 
contract) has rightly been rejected by the protestors (it would have jeopardised more British 
jobs abroad or dependant on contracts abroad), they were right to insist that the Italian 
company concerned could not refuse to hire British workers (that would have been illegal 
under European law) and that it must respect British and European legal requirements as 
regards working conditions.   
 
However, the incident has highlighted an unintended loophole in European legislation, recently 
exposed by court judgements in the Viking and Laval cases, namely that foreign companies 



are not required to respect local collective agreements to which they are not party, unless such 
agreements have the backing of the law. 
 
My Labour colleagues and I have been calling for these loopholes to be closed. Fellow 
Socialist Jan Andersson MEP authored a report proposing an amendment to the Posted 
Workers Directive (PWD) and the Party of European Socialists has included the need for a 
review of the PWD in its common manifesto, to which Labour subscribes. 
 
What must be very clear, particularly having seen the attempts by the BNP to exploit the 
strikes, that the answer to this situation is not to abandon freedom of movement – the principle 
that lies at the heart of our common market - but to ensure that the rules that govern that 
market are fair and do not sacrifice workers' rights at the altar of free market fundamentalism. 
Achieving this balance would certainly aid our economic recovery. 
 
 
5   New EPLP leader 
 
Congratulations go to my colleague Glenis Willmott, who has been elected the new leader of 
the European Parliamentary Labour Party after a closely fought contest with Richard Howitt.  
I know Glenis will make an excellent leader and has all the attributes to get the EPLP's views 
understood at home and in parliament. You can visit her website at www.gleniswillmott.eu 
 
Glenis of course replaces Gary Titley, who has been leader since 2002, just breaking Barbara 
Castle’s record as the longest serving leader of the Labour MEPs. During his seven year 
tenure, the Conservative delegation got through no fewer than five leaders! He has stood down 
five months ahead of the next European elections, when he will also retire as an MEP. 
 
6   The EU and Kashmir 
�
After a meeting with Kashmiri community organisations, I have, with Linda, tabled 
Parliamentary Questions to the Commission and to the Council to raise the prominence of the 
issue of Kashmir and to stimulate debate about what the EU could do to help resolve this long 
standing conflict. 
 
7   Incandescent light bulbs & the EU’s climate cha nge policy 
 
Originally triggered by a voluntary initiative from UK retailers and energy suppliers to remove 
incandescent light bulbs from shelves by 2011, the EU took a big step this quarter towards a 
pan-European phase out of incandescent bulbs in favour of fluorescent lighting as part of its 
strategy to tackle climate change. It is estimated that the proposal will reduce CO2 emissions 
by around 15 million tons per year and energy consumption by 40TWH. It is also expected to 
save UK consumers an average of £200m a year in energy costs between 2010 and 2020. 
 
 Many countries have already phased out incandescent light bulbs, including the US, 
Australia and Canada. So the EU really is playing catch up. I have written previously about 
the hysteria from the tabloid press regarding the loss of the British public’s “beloved light 
bulb.” If we really want to tackle global warming, we need to lead the world in changing our 
lifestyle to show other countries that it can be done. This Europe-wide common action will 
send a strong message to citizens at home and observers abroad that the EU takes global 
warming seriously and that we can act together to combat it.  



8   New rules mean safer, cheaper driving 

The European Parliament adopted legislation on a number of measures that will make cars 
safer, including tyre pressure monitoring systems, wet-grip requirements for tyres and 
standards for tyres that will reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. Costs will be 
outweighed by the benefits. Unfortunately this drive for safer vehicle regulations to cut down on 
road deaths has been met with typical and sickening Eurosceptic calls of ‘red tape’. I find such 
accusations even more nauseating when lives will be saved. In fact, in this case (and many 
others), EU regulation means cutting red-tape for business by replacing the various existing 
national type-approval certificates with just one. 

 
9   UKIP & Geert Wilders’ crusade against Islam 
 
Another hole has been blown in UKIP's attempts to describe themselves as a non-racist party. 
UKIP peer Lord Pearson invited racist Dutch politician Geert Wilders to show his film ‘Fitna’, 
which links the Qur’an to terrorism, at the House of Lords. This led the government to ban him 
from entering the UK on the grounds that he would incite racial hatred and endanger public 
security. 
 
Abu Hamza was barred entry to Britain for his provocative language. Given Mr. Wilders’ public 
record (he stands trial for inflammatory anti-Islamic statements and has also drawn 
comparisons between the Qur’an and Hitler’s Mein Kampf); the government was rightly 
concerned that he may have caused public disorder. Mr. Wilders attempted to come to Britain 
to show a film, which in the words of the Dutch Prime Minister, serves "no purpose other than 
to offend."  One cannot have double standards. 
 
It is also revealing that Mr Wilders is the sort of character with whom UKIP would ally. He 
advocates an end to the admittance of asylum seekers, halting all Muslim immigration and 
paying all settled immigrants to leave. These ideas would not be out of place in a BNP 
manifesto. All of which provides further evidence that UKIP and their allies are anti-Muslim, 
anti-immigrant and extremist. For UKIP to describe this man as “non-racist” is laughable. 

10  Tories leave centre-right group 

The Tories' departure from the centre-right European People’s Party – European Democrats 
(EPP) has been brought a step closer. They have officially announced their intention to leave 
after the coming election and form a new group within the Parliament. This is something most 
Tory MEPs privately (or publicly in some cases, such as Christopher Beazley) find bizarre – 
throwing away power and influence, walking off to sit on the fringes. 

However, apart from some of the Czech ODS MEPs, the Tories still have few takers for their 
new group. Political groups must consist of at least 25 members from at least seven Member 
States. 

11 Strasbourg millionaire? 

The Eurosceptics have a strategy of trying to discredit the European Parliament in any way 
they can. They recently claimed that MEPs stood to become millionaires by misdirecting office 
funds into their own pockets. Quite apart from the fact that the amounts involved would not 
allow that, Labour MEPs have for years had their spending reviewed annually by independent 



auditors, over and above the Parliament’s checks, to prove that no funds could have gone 
astray. The Tories and the Liberals, following last year’s furore over alleged financial abuse by 
a number of their MEPs, also now (somewhat belatedly!) have their accounts reviewed.  

12  Seal clubbing 
 
MEPs have voted at committee stage by 25 to 7 in favour of an EU-wide ban on seal product 
imports in an effort to discourage the inhumane hunting practices used to kill and skin seals. 

 
The committee amended proposals by Lib Dem MEP Diana Wallis for a much weaker and 
unenforceable labelling system (designed to certify the “humane” killing of seals), voting 
instead for an outright ban. This will send a strong message to the hunting lobby that 
Europeans reject this cruel practice. Indeed, with such a large majority in favour in committee, 
we can hope that support for the ban will be reinforced when it reaches the full parliament vote 
in April. 
  
Thank you to all of you who have written to me on this matter and please be assured that I will 
continue to support a ban in the final vote in the Parliament. 
 
13  Scientific testing on primates 
 
I very much welcome the Commission's decision to revisit the animal experiment Directive. 
The current rules lag far behind modern scientific knowledge and practice and are in desperate 
need of revision.  
 
The Commission's proposal states that the use of great apes (chimpanzees, bonobos, gorillas 
and orang-utans) is banned in scientific procedures, but I am disappointed to see that it does 
not set a timetable for the complete phasing out of experimentation on primates, even though 
Commissioner Dimas has given assurances that this is the Commission's ultimate objective. 
We can hope that with scientific progression and development this will not be far off.  
 
The proposal has gone through committee and is currently waiting for a vote of the full 
Parliament. I will continue to push for a timetable to end the use of primates in scientific 
experimentation. 
 

14  Hope not hate 

Hope not hate is a broad campaign aiming to challenge the racist and xenophobic agenda of 
the BNP. Their current aim is to stop the BNP from winning a seat in the European Parliament, 
an event which would be a disaster in terms of the publicity and perceived legitimacy it would 
give them, not to mention the platform and resources of the Parliament. Because of 
proportional representation, the BNP could need as little as 9% of the vote to win a seat in our 
region. You can find out more on how to support the ‘Hope not hate’ campaign by visiting 
www.hopenothate.org.uk/yorkshire Use your vote and together we can beat the BNP!  

 
 
 
 



Engagements this quarter 
* = events where I was a main speaker 
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Brussels and Strasbourg  (other than routine 
Parliamentary meetings) 
 
Jane Kennedy MP (Environment Minister) 
Harriet Harman MP (Deputy Leader of the Labour party) 
Gordon Brown MP (Prime Minister) 
Caroline Flint MP (Europe Minister) 
Lord Bach (DEFRA Minister) 
Ray Collins (General Secretary of the Labour Party) 
Joe Irvin (Prime Minister's Political Secretary) 
Tripartite meeting of MPs, Peers and MEPs 
Yorkshire Young Labour visitors group* 
Cathy Ashton (EU Trade Commissioner) 
Margot Wallstrom (Commissioner for Communication 
and Institutional Relations) 
John Monks (General Secretary, ETUC) 
Claus Grube (Danish Ambassador to the EU) 
Christian Danielsson, (Swedish EU Ambassador) 
Michel Platini (President of UEFA), William Gaillard 
(UEFA Spokesman), Jonathan Hill (Head of UEFA 
Brussels) 
Delegation from Graz University* 
Alexandr Vondra (Deputy Prime Minister of Czech 
Republic) 
European Journalism Centre - Conference of European 
bloggers* 
Labour Friends of Turkey 
Euractiv  - "Does Europe really need a new treaty?"* 
Chemical Industries Association 
Hilary Hudson (FIPRA) 
Kate McGowan (Bruges, College of Europe) 
European Parliament Stagiaire Association debate - "The 
Lisbon Treaty: Where do we go from here?"* 
Andrew Harrington (Head of Environment, Yorkshire 
Water) 
Mike Beke (Centre for European Policy Studies) 
Ecosy conference on globalisation* 
Mark Mardell (BBC Europe Correspondent) 
Chris Mason (BBC) 
Brian Wheeler (BBC) 
Joshua Chaffin (Financial Times, EU correspondent) 
Gavin Aitcheson (York Press) 
Press conference to launch 8 hours campaign* 
Kangeroo group* 
International Fund for Animal Welfare 
Geoff Britton (European Federation of Accountants) 
The Peace Cycle group 
 
London 
 
Yorkshire & Humber Labour MPs group 
EPLP-Government meetings  
David Muir, Director of Strategy, No 10 
Alicia Kennedy, Deputy General Secretary, Labour party 
 

Constituency  
 
St. Bede’s Grammar School * 
Tim Roache, Steve Jennings, GMB 
Poitre Plonka, Polish worker 
125th Fabian Society Anniversary & 62nd Yorks Fabian 
Society Anniversary * 
University of the Third Age, Harrogate * 
Politics Show 
Princeville Community Centre with Cllr Paul Flowers 
Leeds University PHD student shadowing me, Francisco 
Seoane Perez 
Leeds Trading Standards (Consumer Direct)  
Unite Against Fascism public meeting, Scunthorpe * 
Kashmir Community meeting, Bradford * 
Bronagh Daly, Consultant for Third Sector Training 
needs 
Yorkshire & Humber European Parliament Press day 
The European Marketing Agency, Salts Mill, Saltaire 
Daily Jaang, Sheffield 
Doncaster College with Caroline Flint, Minister for 
Europe to visit Leading Edge Technology Solutions 
Women In Europe conference, Hull * 
John Weighell, Leader of North Yorkshire County 
Council 
North Yorkshire County Council Economic Development 
Scrutiny Committee * 
Leeds University “What has Europe done for you?” 
conference * 
Asian Business Development Network Annual Dinner, 
Leeds 
TUC Yorkshire & Humber * 
 
Labour Party 
 
Colne Valley CLP * 
Regional Board meeting 
Yorkshire & Humber Regional Conference, Sheffield 
Keighley CLP * 
Wakefield CLP * 
National Policy Forum 
European fundraiser evening with Neil Kinnock, 
Doncaster 
Halifax CLP race night 
Street stall, Wrose (Shipley CLP) 
West Yorkshire European Co-ordinators meeting, Leeds 
Labour Leaders meeting, Doncaster 
South Yorkshire European Co-ordinators meeting, 
Sheffield 
Drypool by-election, Hull East CLP 
Temple Newsam by-election, Leeds East CLP 



 
 

Turnout in European elections since direct election
           
           
           

  

Source:  www.ukpolitical.info & www.europarl.europa.eu 
 

UK turnout 

Average EU turnout 


